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DOUG & AVA SAY “I LOVE YOU” 
 

CAST 
 

DOUG, a high school junior,  
 

AVA, a high school sophomore 
 
 

AVA’s bedroom. There are books on the floor and several clumps of clothing. 
DOUG and AVA are in the middle of a “study date” that has gone farther 

than either expected, but has yet to go “all the way.” They are in their 
underwear—he in briefs, she in bra and panties—horizontal on her bed, really 
going at it. The kissing and clutching is going really well.   

Suddenly, AVA thinks she hears a car in the driveway. She bolts from the 
bed, looks out the window.  DOUG sits, finds a book, pretends to read.  AVA 
begins to breathe…nothing there.  She comes back to the bed.   

They sit, they adjust. 
 

Pause. 
 
DOUG:  You’re sure your parents aren’t coming home. 
 
AVA:   Yes. 
 

Pause. 
 
DOUG reaches over, brings her into a kiss. They are almost at the point where they were 
before the “car” interruption, when DOUG says… 
 
DOUG:  I love you. (Pause) Really. I do. 
 
AVA:   I love you, too.  (Pause) Really. 
 
DOUG:  I’m not just saying it, you know. Saying the words. I’m saying it, them, 

the words, because it’s the way I feel, and I want you to know. 
 
AVA:   I know. You’ve never said it before. 
 
DOUG:  You’ve never said it before either. 
 
AVA:   But I did. Just now. 
 
DOUG:  But you only said it after I said it. 
 
AVA:   I know. But I did. Say it. 
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DOUG:  Usually, you know, in the movies or whatever, it’s the guy who says it 

second.  And it’s like, you know, after they’ve had sex or really made out 
or whatever, and then she says “I love you,” and then she waits and stuff, 
and then he finally says something like, “Oh. Me, too.”  And you know 
it’s not really sincere or that he doesn’t mean it cause all he wanted was 
sex or a great making out or whatever.   

 
AVA:   Is that why you said it first? 
 
DOUG:  What? 
 
AVA:  Is that why you said it first? Because you didn’t want to be second. You 

wanted to be first because you knew that if you said it first you’d make me 
think you really loved me and then I’d have to say it, too, but you’d be 
first, but you were just doing it because you wanted to have more. Sex or 
whatever. 

 
DOUG:   No. No no no. Besides, this was really great. It was. As much as it was. As 

far as it went. But even if it wasn’t, I would have said that.  But it was. 
Great. 

 
AVA:   Said what? 
 
DOUG:  That. About how I love you.  Because, you know, I do. 
 
AVA:   But this, you know, it’s only our fourth date. 
 
DOUG:  Fifth. 
 
AVA:  Fourth. The second was the movies, when they didn’t have Jujubes, so I 

bought  … / 
 
DOUG:  / I bought Sno-Caps, but I didn’t know /… 
 
AVA:   / I thought I bought… 
 
DOUG:  / I didn’t know you didn’t like chocolate./ 
 
AVA:   / I sort of like chocolate, but not the crunchy white / things. 
 
DOUG:  You bought the / No, that was later, the next time, when we went for 

pizza. You bought… 
 
AVA:   / Oh, that’s right. I bought the soda. 
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DOUG:  And I bought the ’za. 
 
AVA:   So this is our fourth date. 
 
DOUG:  Fifth. 
 
AVA:   Fourth. 
 
DOUG:  Fifth. I walked you back here, to your house, remember? That first time. 
 
AVA:   That wasn’t a date. 
 
DOUG:  I thought it was. (Pause.) It was.  
 
AVA:   Why was that a date? 
 
DOUG:  I’d been looking at you all night, the whole time I was there, I was looking 

and looking, and Dave said I should talk to you but I thought you were, I 
don’t know, I thought you wouldn’t really look at me, or that if you’d look 
at me, you wouldn’t like me, but then you turned away from that guy … 

 
AVA:   Bob. Bob Something. Eva said he was from Evansville or someplace. He 

was obnoxious. 
 
DOUG:  He looked like a creep. 
 
AVA:  He wasn’t a creep. He was really pretty nice, actually.  I mean, he didn’t 

do anything creepy or anything.  He was just… 
 
DOUG:  Did he come on to you? 
 
AVA:  Not really. He kept talking about this trip he took to Yosemite and some 

other places. “I copped three of the national parks,” he kept saying, like it 
was a competition or something. 

 
DOUG:  We could go camping. 
 
AVA:   I don’t like camping all that much. 
 
DOUG:  We could camp, but really nicely. 
 

Pause. 
 
AVA:   Anyway, that was all he wanted to talk about. 
 
DOUG:  And then you looked over at me. You smiled. 



DOUG & AVA SAY “I LOVE YOU” [SCRIPT SAMPLE] 

RMOULTHROP@ROBERTMOULTHROP.COM 

5 

 
AVA:   Did I? 
 
DOUG:  You smiled so much.  So I just walked over. 
 
AVA:   And the National Parks Guy, he just left. 
 
DOUG:  And there I was. 
 
AVA:   Yes, there you were.   
 
DOUG:  And I walked you home. 
 
AVA:   Yes, you did. 
 
DOUG:  And now it’s four dates later, three weeks and a few days, but who’s 

counting… 
 
AVA:   Not me.  I’m not counting. 
 
DOUG:  And I love you. 
 
AVA:   Yes, you do.  You do, you do. 
 
DOUG:  And you love me. It’s so great. I mean… Love!   
 
AVA:   Love! Yay! There it is… 
 
DOUG:  Why are you saying it that way? 
 
AVA:   What way? 
 
DOUG:  Love. Like that. Yay! Like that. I mean, you do love me, don’t you? 
 
AVA:   Yes. I mean, I said so, didn’t I? I wouldn’t say it if I didn’t mean it. 
 
DOUG:  Well, okay then. I mean, it’s all okay, right? I love you, you love me … 
 
AVA:   What’s okay?  
 
DOUG:  What do you mean? 
 
AVA:   I mean, you said “it’s all okay.”  What did you mean by that? 
 
DOUG:  Okay means okay.  You know… 
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DOUG reaches for one of the books on the floor, opens it, and takes out a 
pamphlet that has been stored between the pages.  He opens the pamphlet and 
points to a section. 

 
DOUG:  Here. See? Here’s “Okay.” See? And then here, that’s “Getting to Yes.” 

See? So.“Okay.” Okay? Even though we were at Yes already, but the 
pamphlet says to keep them in order. 

 
[END OF SCRIPT SAMPLE] 

 


